1 


ERPINOHAfVI  RURAL  DISTRICT  GOORCIL. 


. . 'Reyofil  . . 

OF  

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

f=^or  1313. 


CiENTLEMEN, 

/f lionour  to  submit  to  you  mv  Annual 
Report  for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1913.  ' 

The  Annual  Report  of  a Medical  Officer  of  Health  is 
required  by  an  Order  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
which  oullines  the  scope,  intent  and  use  of  the  Report. 

At  the  end  of  each  year  a Memorandum  is  issued  bv  the 
sm°hYect‘°  Officers,  setting  out  the  main  hea^y  of 

formatio.r”''"'””'”  ' i"' 

The  Memorandum  states  Much  importance  attaches 
to  Annual  reports  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health  which 
\V  len  carefully  and  systematically  prepared,  not  only  form 
a record  of  local  conditions  but  also  supply  an  indeYof 
Public  Health  Work  accomplished  during  ffie  year  under 
repoit  and  of  work  still  needing'  to  be  done.” 

It  111^  be  noted  that  each  year  the  scope  of  the  report  is 
enlarged,  more  detailed  information  is  a.sked  for  and  more 
care  is  required  in  its  preparation. 
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This  is  as  it  should  be  and  is  in  accordance  with  the 
increased  attention  which  is  given  to  public  health  problems, 
such  as  Water  Supplies,  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes, 
Scavenging  and  Sewage  Disposal,  Fever  Hospital  Accommo- 
dation, Purity  of  Food  Supplies,  e.g. , Milk  and  its  bearing 
on  the  conveyance  of  infectious  diseases  including  Tuber- 
culosis 

I am  pleased  to  Report  that  the  Erpingham  Rural  Dis- 
trict Council  are  courageously  tackling  these  problems  as 
rapidly  and  as  radically  as  it  is  possible  to  expect  and 
ni}'  experience  of  the  Council  leads  me  to  think  that  in  the 
future  progress  will  be  more  rapid,  rather  than  slower,  in 
accordance  with  the  enlightment  of  science  and  its  reflec- 
tion by  education  and  the  demands  of  the  people. 


Ph^'sical  Characters  and  Geography. 

The  Frpingham  Rural  District  is  situated  on  the  North 
Coast  of  Norfolk.  It  is  roughly  oblong  in  shape,  Inis  an 
i8  mile  sea  board,  extending  from  Cley  on  the  West,  to 
.Mundesley  on  the  Pllast,  and  is  about  6 or  7 miles  deep  from 
North  to  South. 

Its  area  is  62,218  acres.  Tlie  population  at  the  igoi 
Census  was  16,118;  at  the  1911  Census  17,137  an  increase 
of  6 3 per  cent. 

Inhabitants  and  Occupations. 

The  inhabitants  may  be  placed  in  two  classes : — 

(a) .  Those  living  in  the  inland  villages  whose  chief 

industry  is  agriculture. 

(b) .  Those  living  on  the  coast  villages  who,  in  addi- 

tion to  agriculture,  earn  a living  by  letting 
rooms  to  Visitors  during  the  summer 
months,  and  by  fishing. 

During  the  months  of  Juhg  August,  and  September, 
Visitors  in  abundance  resort  to  the  coast  villages  between 
Mundesley  and  Cley  ; these  villages  are,  in  addition  to 
the  above,  Giniingham,  ITimingham,  Sidestrand,  Over- 
strand, East  and  West  Runton,  Weybourne,  Kelling  and 
Salthouse. 

Breaking  the  continuity  of  the  sea  board  of  the  Erping- 
ham Rural  District  are  the  two  little  Urban  Districts  of 
Cromer  and  Sheringham,  completely  enclosed  by,  and 
formerly  a part  of  the  Rural  District. 


Geolog'y. 

The  Chalk  which  forms  the  solid  geology  of  Norfolk  is 
here  from  i^ooo  to  1,300  feet  thick.  It  is  overlain  by  deep 
beds  of  Crag  and  Glacial  Drift,  the  latter  consisting  of 
ever}^  kind  of  sedimentary,  a detritial  formation  from  chalk, 
mud,  marl,  loam  and  sand,  to  gravel,  and  forming  the  sur- 
face soils  of  the  district. 

The  two  highest  points  in  the  County  are  in  the  District, 
332  feet^on  the  Runton-Aylmerton  boundary,  North  Hast  of 
Aylmerton  Church, and  327 feet  on  the  Beckham-Sheringham 
boundary  near  “'['he  Gibbet.” 

The  hills  are  capped  with  sand  and  gravel,  and  carry 
extensive  heaths  and  woodlands,  the  woods  have  a large 
admixture  of  coniferous  trees,  and  seldom  extend  beyond 
the  gravel. 

Eastward  of  I’odham  and  Matlaske  the  lower  ground  has 
loam  of  good  iquality,  except  where  blown  sand  and  hill 
wash  have  yielded  a sandy  surface.  Westward  of  that  line 
the  lower  grounds  have  covering  of  boulder  clay,  varying 
greatly  in  stiffness.  The  only  exposures  of  Chalk  are 
along  the  Coast  and  in  the  G aven  Valley.  The  Chalk  is 
below  sea  level  at  Mundesley  and  Ciomer,  rising  about  20 
feet  above  the  sea  at  Trimingham  and  Weybourne.  At  the 
foot  of  the  downs,  bordering  the  alluvium  at  Cley  and 
Blakeney,  it  rises  15  feet  above  sea  level  Chalk  is  exposed 
in  the  bottom  of  the  Glaven  Valley  from  Lethering^ett  to 
Cley  ; the  steeper  slopes  adding  much  to  the  boldness  of  the 
scenery. 

The  streams  carrying  the  natural  drainage  are  small; 
the  Glaven  rising  at  Bodham  flows  via  Holt,  Huiuvorth, 
Letheringsett  and  Cley,  to  the  sea  at  Blakeney  Harbour. 

The  Ant  and  Bute  have  some  of  their  gathering  grounds 
in  Bristol!,  Edgefield,  Barningham,  Gresham,  and  Anting- 
ham.  Many  small  land  springs  issue  from  the  CliiT  face  on 
the  coast ; those  oozing  from  the  boulder  clay  are  some- 
times highly  ferruginous,  and  cover  the  cliff  face  and  the 
vegetation  a bright  red  tint. 

Domestic  water  supplies  are  derived  from  two  sources,  in 
addition  to  rain  w’ater  and  open  streams. 

( I ).  The  vSolid  Chalk  forms  the  great  reservoir  of 
Norfolk,  and  is  reached  by  wells  and  borings, 
sometimes  of  considerable  depth  ; the  water 
is  pure,  and  may  be  in  contact  with  lead 
pipes  without  fear  of  lead  poisoning  ; it  has 
an  average  hardness  of  15  degrees  (12-20  is 
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tile  raii<j;e,  excluding  extreu'je  cases).  At 
( a Ollier  the  Waters  orks  Co.,  sank  a well,  and 
boring  400  feet  to  secure  an  adequate 
supply.  In  the  Town  of  Holt,  the  chalk 
has  yielded  copious  supplies  at  150  feet,  and 
the  trial  rioriiig  on  the  Spouts  Common  at 
115  feet. 

(2).  Over  a great  part  of  ihe  Krpingham  District  sup- 
plies are  obtained  from  the  “Drift,”  shallow 
wells  being  sunk  till  the  spring  is  met. 
()wing  to  the  contorted  state  of  the  strata, 
water  is  not  held  over  large  areas,  and  wells 
in  close  proximit\’  vary  greatly  in  depth. 
It  is  often  highly  charged  with  iron,  and 
may  be  malodorous  when  derived  from 
boulder  clay  from  contact  with  iron  pyrites. 

At  Holt,  there  is  a remarkable  spring  on  the 
Spouts  Common  which  yields  at  all  periods 
of  the  year,  in  both  wet  and  dry  seasons,  a 
constant  stream  of  very  soft  pure  water.  It 
is  an  ordinary  land  spring  fed  by  surface 
water  percolating  through  soft  permeable 
beds,  until  thrown  out  by  the  marl  and  clay 
beds  beneath.  The  direction  and  extent  of 
its  sources  have  not  been  determined. 

Water  Supply. 

The  Water  vSnpply  of  the  iDistrict  falls  into  twx)  different 
classes. 

A DEEP  WEED  WATER. 

Plolt  and  Mundesley-on-Sea  are  supplied  by  a good,  suffi- 
cient and  constant  supply  of  deep  well  water  raised  by  pump- 
ing from  their  own  deep  wells  in  the“chalk. 

Overstrand,  Sidestrand,  East  and  West  Rnnton,  Felbrigge 
and  part  of  Ronghton  are  similarly  supplied  by  the  Cromer 
Water  Works  from  the  deep  well  at  Metton. 

The  Council  have  recently  sunk  a deep  well  and.obtained 
an  excellent  and  abundant  supply  at  270  feet  at  the  site  of 
the  proposed  Fever  Hospital  upon  Roughton  Heath.  A 
pump  will  shortly  be  erected  to  raise  tlie  waier,  the  quantity 
of  which  should  be  practically  inexhaustable. 

In  the  future  it  might  well  be  utilised  to  supply  parts  of 
Roughton  now  supplied  by  shallow  wells  and  the  village 
ut  Norlhrepps. 


Kejling  is  supplied  by  water  laid  on  fior.i  a spring  in  the 
neighbouring  hills. 

SHAU.OW  WELLS. 

In  the  case  of  almost  every  other  village  in  the  District 
the  water  is  derived  from  shallow  wells  in  the  (llacial  drift, 
d'he  water  therefrom  varies  according  to  the  position  of  the 
well,  the  care  taken  in  its  construction  and  the  nieasiiies 
taken  to  protect  the  water  from  contamination  ; it  is  good, 
haul  or  indifferent  in  direct  ratio  to  the  skill  expended  in 
selection  of  the  site  and  construction  of  the  well. 

1 must  strongly  emphasise  the  evils  of  drinking  polluted 
water,  by  which  is  meant,  waiter  wdiich  contains,  generally 
speaking,  excessive  Nitrogen  com})ounds.  Polluted  water 
may  be  l)eautitully  clear  and  sparkling  and  most  palatable, 
the  presence  of  excessive  Nitrogen  com])ounds  can 
only  be  detected  by  Chemical  Analysis.  If  the  Nitrogen 
content  is  excessive,  according  to  accepted  standards,  it  is 
certain  evidence  of  contamination  and  if  in  conjunction 
the  chlorine  in  the  water  is  excessive,  it  is  positive  proof 
that  the  pollution  is  due  to  human  or  animal  excreta.  The 
domestic  use  of  such  w^ater  is  follow^ed  by  evils  of  a two-fold 
nature  ; the  Water  may  contain  the  bacteria  of  Typhoid 
Fever,  Enteric  and  otlier  Diarrhoeal  diseases  giving  rise  to 
an  epidemic  of  these  complaints  whth  the  attendant  suffer- 
ing, maiming  and  mortality  ; in  this  case  the  outcry  is  such 
that  the  evil  is  speedily  remedied,  but  there  is  a more 
insidious  evil  due  to  the  intake  of  such  w’ater  over  a long 
period  even  wdiere  the  specific  organisms  referred  to  above 
are  absent  ; it  is  in  the  nature  of  a slow-  poisoning  and  re- 
sults in  a chronic  condition  of  ill  health,  stunting  of  growth 
aii'i  liability  to  other  diseases  owing  to  lowered  resistance, 
among  those  wTo  use  the  w’ater  for  drinking  purposes  with 
the  likelihood  of  their  dissemination  among  the  communit}’. 

There  is  a tendency  to  scoff  at  these  views  but  the  opin- 
ion of  the  Analyst  is  not  to  be  lightly  waived  aside,  the  fact 
that  a polluted  well  has  never  given  rise  to  an  epidemic 
does  not  affect  the  fact  that  it  may  do  so  to-niorrowg  and  to 
the  argument  that  those  wdio  have  consumed  the  water  in 
the  past  have  lived  to  a ripe  old  age,  1113^  reply  is  that  thev 
attained  old  age  in  spite  of  the  w^ater  and  that  no  record  is 
to  hand  of  those  who  died  young  because  of  it. 

Owing  to  the  expense  and  other  difficulties,  shallow'  w'ells 
cannot  be  done  away  with  all  at  once,  but  the  principle  to 
wdiich  I wash  to  draw  attention  is  that  wherever,  and 
wdienever,  it  is  possible  a suppL^  of  deep  w'ell  water  or 
spring  w^ater  should  be  laid  on  for  the  inhabitants  of  the 
community. 
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Drainage  and  5ewerage. 

Holt  is  provided  with  a separate  system  of  sewers.  The 
sewage  is  treated  by  sedimentation  and  filtration  through 
coke  beds  and  land.  During  the  year  additional  land  to  the 
extent  of  5 acres  has  been  acquired.  The  effluent  event, 
ually  finds  its  way  into  the  river  Glaven. 

IMuiidesley  is  provided  with  modern  sewers  and  a water 
carriage  system  of  drainage  practically  throughout. 

The  Sewage  is  emptied  into  the  North  Sea  from  a con 
taining  tank,  about  one  hour  after  the  turn  of  the  tide. 

Overstrand,  and  Sidestrand  as  to  its  Urban  portions,  are 
provided  with  modern  sewers  and  a water  carriage  system  of 
sewage  disposal,  the  outfall  being  below  ordinary  low  water 
mark  in  the  North  vSea. 

'File  confined  parts  of  East  Runton  are  similarly  provided. 

West  Runton  has  been  recently  sewered  almost  through- 
out. 

Sewage  in  this  case  being  treated  by  a Septic  tank  before 
flowing  into  the  North  Sea. 

The  remaining  Villages  in  the  District  are  provided  for 
by  either  Fail  Closets  or  Midden  Privies  as  follows  : — 

Pail  Closets  in  Bristol!  (confined  areas). 

Cley-next-Sea. 

Aldborough, 

Northrepps  (almost  entirely). 

Trimingham  „ „ 

Gimingham  (large  proportion). 

The  other  villages  have  pail  closets  to  the  extent  of 
about  40-50  per  cent,  where  the  cottages  are  closely  situated. 

Twelve  years  ago  the  closets  of  the  rural  villages  were 
almost  entirely  Midden  privies,  which  have  been  converted 
to  pail  closets  during  that  time  to  the  extent  indicated 
above. 

There  were  about  40  to  50  conversions  from  Midden  to 
pail  closets  during  the  year.  A number  of  these  were  made 
voluntarily  by  Eandlords,  the  rest  upon  notice  being  served 
upon  the  suggestion  of  your  Officers. 
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Scaveng-i/ig^. 

^ Holt,  Mundesley,  Overstrand  and  Sidestrand  (in  part)’ 
East  Runton  and  West  Runton  (in  part)  and  Cley,  are  pro- 
vided with  Sanitary  dust  bins  which  are  emptied  by  a 
public  Scavenger  twice  weekly  in  summer,  and  weekl}^  in 
winter. 

In  the  rural  villages  sanitary  dust  bins  prevail  to  a vari- 
able extent,  and  are  emptied  by  private  arrangement  in 
accordance  with  ihe  facilities  at  hand. 

Efforts  are  made,  not  unsuccessfully,  to  induce  landlords 
to  replace  the  old  large,  leaky,  insanitary  bins  with 
those  of  modern  type.  Satisfactory  progress  has  been  made 
in  this  direction  during  the  year. 

Sanitary  Inspections  of  District. 

See  Sanitar}^  Inspector’s  Report  page  28. 


Housing  of  the  Working  Classes. 

There  is  a scarcity  of  Cottages,  particularly  with  3 bed- 
rooms in  almost  every  village  in  tlie  District. 

At  Bristol!  6 Council  Cottages  are  in  occupation  but  the 
row  of  hovels  condemned  as  unfit  for  habitation  are  still 
occupied. 

At  Edgefield  6 Council  Cottages  are  in  occupation  and  a 
great  deal  has  been  done  as  regards  the  closing  or  repairing 
of  the  worst  cottages  in  the  village. 

At  Baconsthrope  4 Council  Cottages  will  be  completed 
and  in  occupation  by  Lady  Day.  4 Cottages  have  been  re- 
constructed with  3 bedrooms. 

At  West  Beckham  2 v Council  Cottages  are  in  course  of 
erection. 

At  Gresham  an  inquiry  has  been  held  at  which  it  was 
decided  not  to  build  Cottages,  most  of  the  applicants  being 
out-workers,  but  to  build  after  inquiry  if  necessary  in  the 
surrounding  villages.  In  connection  with  the  house  to 
house  inspection,  notices  were  served  as  regards  14  cottages 
unfit  for  habitation  but  repairable.  3 have  been  repaired 
and  there  is  a prospect  that  the  rest  will  be  repaired  during 
the  current  year. 
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At  IMuinstead  an  inspection  followed  by  an  inquiry  was 
made. 


There  were  no  applicants  for  cottages. 


3 Cottages  were  condemned,  of  which  i has  been  repaired 
and  2 reconstructed  into  i cottage. 


At  Gimingham  an  inspection  followed  b\’  an  inquiry  was 
made  which  will  result  in  4 Council  Cottages  being  built 
and  a substantial  improvement  in  6 other  cottages  either  in 
closure  or  repair. 


At  Aldborough  and  Thurgarton  an  inspection,  inquiry. 
Result,  no  application  for  Cottages.  In  Aldborough  3 Cot- 
tages were  considered  unfit  for  habitation  but  repairable. 

In  Thurgarton  6 Cottages  were  considered  unfit  but  re- 
pairable, 2 others  unfit  are  being  repaired. 

^ lelbrigge  has  been  inspected,  no  inquiry  held  as  yet.  4 
Cottages  have  no  water  supply,  8 are  overcrowded. 

hroin  the  sbove  record  it  will  be  seen  that  great  progress 
has  been  made  during  the  pear,  and^I  am  glad  to  say  that 
there  is  no  sign  of  slackening. 

At  the  request  of  the  Parish  Council  of  any  village  an 
inspection  is  made  as  soon  as  possible  and  an  inquir}' 
promptly  held. 

In  1 espouse  to  a genuine  demand  the  Council  have 
hitherto  always  decided  to  erect  cottages  and  I think  I may 
say  that  their  polic3qremains  unchanged. 


Whilst  upon  this  important  subject  it  is  interesting  to 
recall  that  the  three  requirements  of  Buddha  were,  to  build 
houses,  to  plant  trees  and  to  beget  male  children.  These 
requirements  do  not  materialh’’  differ  from  those  of  the 
theErpingham  Rural  District  to-day.  The  first  requirement 
the  Council  have  honourably  takenupon  themselves;  as 
regards  the  second  I suggest  that  the  Cottages  built  would 
be  improved  b_v  the  planting*around.thein  of  a few  rapidl}’ 
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growing  poplar  trees.  As  regards  the  third  requirenieiit 
the  Council  having  furnished  acconnnonation  lor  the 
family  in  the  shape  of  3 bedrooms,  are  to  be  congratulated 
that  they  have  done  all  they  can  to  help  the  declining  Ijirth- 
rate. 

Supervised  Premises. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

d'here  arei27  registered  Slaughter  Houses  in  the  Distinct. 
The}'  have  all  been  visited  during  the  year  and  are  genei- 
all}'  in  a^’satisfactory  and  clean  condition. 

The  meat' which"! ‘have  inspectedhs  of  good  quality  and 
wed  fed.  I do  not  think,  from  nvhat  I have  observed,  tliat 
much,  fif  any,  inferior  or  diseased  meat  is  killed  iii  the  dis- 
trict. 

Bye-laws  are  adopted  and  enforced. 

DATRIES,  COWSHEDS  & MIUKSHOPS. 

d'here  are  155  premises  registered  under  the  Order. 
These  have  nearh'  all  been  visited  during  the  year. 

Generally  they  were  found  to  be  in  reasonably  good  order. 

The  milk  supply  is  good  and  no  case  of  disease  has  been 
traced  thereto. 

LODGING  HOUSES. 

ddiere  is  no  Common  Lodging  House  in  the  District. 

Offensive  Trades. 

There  are  three  Knackers’  yards  in  the  District,  at  A}'1- 
nierton,  Bristol!  and  Kelling. 

They  are  all  satisfactorily  situated  and  conducted  so  that 
a minimum  of  nuisance  is  caused  thereb}^ 

Factories  Si  Workshops 

I'here  are  112  Factories  and  Workshops  in  the  District. 

They  are  visited  as  occasion[offers  and  at  once  upon  com- 
plaint and  any  sanitary  defect  remedied. 

They  are  generally  found  to  be  in  reasonably  good  sani- 
tary condition. 

(dne  workshop  in  Holt  should  be  supplied  with  additional 
lavatory  accommodation. 
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Sanitary  Administration  of  the  District. 

The  Staff  is  composed  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
and  one  Saniiary  Inspector. 

The  District  is  a large  one  and  necessarily  a good  deal  of 
time  is  spent  in  getting  from  one  place  to  another. 

The  Clerical  work  has  also  increased  to  a considerable  ex- 
tent during  the  last  few  years. 

It  is  always  a difficult  matter  to  balance  these  two  branches 
of  the  work,  they  are  both  necessary,  but  if  either  is  to 
suffer  a little  it  should  be  the  latter  and  not  the  former  ; 
it  is  the  personal  interview  and  persuasive  manner  that 
results  in  Sanitary  improvements  being  carried  out,  and 
however  necessary  well-kept  records  may  be,  they  do  noth- 
ing to  better  the  condition  of  those  who  live  in  poor  cot- 
tages, nor  prevent  infectious  disease. 

There  is  no  Isolation  Hospital. 

Last  year  I reported  that  a site  had  been  leased  for  the 
erection  of  an  emergency  Isolation  Hospital  at  Roughton 
on  the  Northrepps  border. 

During  the  year  a deep  well  has  been  sunk  upon  the  site, 
and  a good  and  abundant  supply  of  water  obtained  in  the 
chalk  at  about  270  feet. 

The  Council  are  considering  the  erection  of  a Hospital 
of  from  4-6  beds,  and  have  decided  to  build  at  once  an 
administrative  block,  and  to  put  up  a pump  to  raise  the 
water. 

During  the  year  the  question  ot  adding  wards  will  come 
up  again  for  discussion. 

At  the  recent  discussion  the  feeling  in  favour  of  the 
principle  that  an  Isolation  Hospital  should  exist,  the 
difference  in  opinion  being  about  the  speed  with  which  the 
money  should  be  found  to  finance  the  scheme. 

The  decision  to  erect  an  administrative  Block  and  pump 
was  the  compromise  arrived  at,  and  there  is  no  doubt  in  my 
mind  that  the  Council  during  the  next  two  years  will  add 
the  necessary  pavilions  and  provide  a steam  disinfector. 

Expense  has  to  be  considered,  and  while  ni}^  personal 
opinion  is  that  the  Council  were  over  cautious  in  not  de- 
ciding upon  the  full  scheme,  the  argument  advanced  that 
owing  to  the  expenses  of  the  disastrous  flood  of  1912,  this 
is  a time  to  somewhat  curtail  present  expenditure  is 
reasonable. 


Swabs  from  the  throats  of  suspected  cases  of  Diphiheria 
and  sputa  for  Tubercal  Bacilli  are  bacteriologically  ex- 
amined by  the  Clinical  Research  Association,  and  paid  for 
by  the  Council. 

During  the  year  arrangements  were  made  with  Chemists 
ill  the  district  to  stock  Diphtheria  Antitoxin,  which  is  to  be 
issued  on  demand  to  Doctors  for  use  in  necessitous  cases, 
and  paid  for  by  the  Council. 

83  bacteriological  examinations  were  made  during  the 
year,  and  will  be  paid  for  by  the  Council. 

Prevalence  & Control  Over  Infectious 

Diseases. 

In  1913  there  were  74  notified  cases  of  infeccious  diseases, 
39  of  Scarlet  Fever,  29  Diphtheria,  4 Erysipelas,  2 Puer- 
pural  P'ever.  'riiere  was  one  notification  of  Typhoid  Fever 
which  was  subsequently  withdrawn. 

Holt  had  23  cases.  15  Diphtheria,  7 Scarlet  P'ever  and 
one  other. 

Hempstead  10  cases,  in  4 families.  All  Scarlet  Fever. 
Roughton  9 cases.  8 Diphtheria. 
lEiston  7 cases.  Chiefly  Scarlet  P'ever. 

Cley  6 ca.^es.  All  Scarlet  P'ever. 

Thornage,  Northrepps,  Bodham,  Triniingnani,  Harn- 
iiigham,  Baconsthorpe  and  Letheringsett.  2 cases. 
wTst  Runton,  East  Beckham,  Upper  Sheringham, 
East  Runton,  and  Overstrand,  i case  each. 

The  Diphtheria  cases  occurring  at  Holt  and  Roughton 
were  the  subject  of  a special  report  during  the  year  as 
follows  : — 

‘‘  Special  report  on  the  affected  localities  in  the  occur- 
rance  of  17  cases  of  Diphtheria  notified  during  the  17  weeks 
ending  26th  April,  with  special  reference  to  the  Parish  of 
Holt,  and  as  to  any  other  circumstances  in  connection  with 
the  occurrance  of  the  disease. 

The  jieriod  under  notice  extends  from  29th  January,  1912, 
to  26th  April,  1913. 

During  that  period  of  17  weeks  there  were  notified  17 
cases  of  Diphtheria  in  the  Erpinghani  Rural  District. 

The  17  weeks  under  con.sideration  may  be  conveniently 
divided  into  two  periods  : — 

iV.  P'rom  29th  December,  1912,  to  the  end  of  January, 

1913- 

p).  P'rom  ist  February,  1913,  to  April  26th,  1913. 
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Of  the  17  cases  of  Diphtheria  that  occurred  during  these 
17  weeks,  8 occurred  iu  the  first  period,  all  in  couiiectiou 
with  the  epidemic  iu  Holt. 

Of  these  6 were  domiciled  in  Holt,  and  2 in  Thornage,  a 
village  two  miles  from  Holt,  iu  a family  iu  which  the  cliild- 
ren  attended  School  in  Holt,  from  where  the  disease  was  un- 
doubtedly introduced,  and  in  which  3 cases  occurred  in  all. 

In  the  second  period  9 cases  of  Diphtheria  occurred  in  a 
totally  different  locality,  and  quite  unconnected  with  the 
Holt  epidemic,  viz  . — 7 in  Roughton,  a village  10  miles  from 
Holt,  and  2 in  Northrepps,  a village  adjoining  Roughton. 

The  8 cases  occurring  in  Holt  up  to  January  31st,  1913, 
were  part  of  an  epidemic  of  16  cases,  occurring  in  or  spread 
from  that  parish,  which  commenced  on  20th  December,  1912, 
and  which  has  been  referred  to  in  my  Annual  Report  for 
1912. 

The  first  case  was  notified  on  December  20th,  just  as  the 
Schools  broke  up  for  tlie  Christmas  holidays,  and  as  the 
School  staff  dispersed. 

During  the  week  I received  10  further  notifications,  nearly 
all  in  girls  between  the  ages  of  8 and  10  3^ears.  I visited 
the  cases  as  they  occurred,  accompanied  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector,  but  was  greatl}'  hampered  by  the  absence  of  the 
School  vStaff  ill  obtaining  the  information  necessar}^  to  trace 
the  source  of  infection. 

To  detect  the  cavSe  in  a School  class  is  a comparativelv 
easy  matter,  to  do  the  same  thing  when  the  children  are 
scattered  about  their  homes,  is  akin  to  looking  for  a needle 
in  a haA’stack. 

Eventually  I got  into  touch  with  the  Teacher  of  Standard 
III,  in  which  most  of  the  cases  had  occurred,  wEo  happened 
to  be  spending  his  holidays  in  Sheringham,  and  later  with 
the  Head  Master  of  the  School,  who  allowed  me  access  to 
the  Register. 

The  evidence  I obtained  therefrom  pointed  to  two  girls  as 
possible  sources  of  infection. 

In  the  house  of  the  first  girl  there  were  2 notified  cases 
of  Diphtheria,  and  as  she  had  been  previously  absent  from 
School,  it  seemed  probable  that  she  had  had  Diphtheria  in 
a mild  form,  wdiich  she  had  communicated  to  her  brother 
and  sister  and  others  on  her  return  to  School. 

The  evidence  from  dates  did  not  quite  fit  in  however,  and 
[ proved  bacteriologically  that  this  gir’  was  free  from  infec- 
tion at  the  time  1 examined  her. 


The  second  girl  had  been  absent  iVoiii  School  for  4 days 
previous  to  December  20th,  the  date  of  tlie  first  notified 
case,  had  returned  to  School  for  one  half-day  when  she 
fainted  in  School,  and  after  that,  been  absent  untl  the  end 
of  the  term. 

The  first  notified  case  occurred  3 da>  s after  the  day  u})on 
which  this  girl  attended  once  at  School  ; the  second  batch 
of  notifications  were  received  4 days  after  the  first. 

This  verified  my  suspicion  that  this  girl  had  had  Diph- 
theria, returned  to  School  and  infected  the  first  batch  of 
notifications,  who  later  infected  the  second  batch  of  noti- 
fications. 

1 visited  the  house  where  the  child  lived,  got  hold  of  the 
child  with  difficulty,  found  she  had  enlarged  tonsils  and  a 
discharge  from  the  ear,  proved  bacteriological!}'  that  she 
liad  the  Diphtheria  Bacillus  in  the  throat  and  acted  accord- 
ingly. 

The  epidemic  then  ceased  except  that  2 further  ca.'  i ' 
occurred  as  stated  above  in  the  family  at  Tlioi  nage.  which 
was  first  affected  on  22nd  December,  1912, 

At  the  commencement  of  term  the  vSchool  wei  e as.senibled 
at  10.30  on  January  6th,  when  Dr.  Nash,  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  School  Medical  Officer,  and  myself, 
visited  the  School  and  swabbed  all  suspicious  cases. 

Two  cases  of  Nasal  discharge  lotiiid  to  be  infected  with 
the  Diphtheria  Bacillus,  and  three  cases  infected  into  the 
Pseudo-diphtheria  Bacillus  were  excltided,  and  the  vSchools  , 
allowed  to  re-open. 

No  other  cases  of  Diphtheria  have  occtired  to  date  in  the 
Parish  of  Holt. 

During  the  year  1912  the-unpaved  condition  of  the  back 
yards  of  Holt  was  the  subject  of  a special  report  to  the 
Council  (Q.V.),  which  was  followed  b\'  a request  to  the 
Local  Government  Board  to  sanction  the  ademption  of  paving 
in  the  Public  Yards  at  tlie  expense  ot  the  frontagers,  in  pur- 
suance of  the  Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892.  This  request 
was  not  acceded  to. 

The  cottages  abutting  on  the  back  yards  of  Holt  are 
generally  speaking  old  and  small,  poorly  ventilated  and 
damp,  either  for  want  of  a damp-proof  course  and  floor,  or 
for  want  of  guttering. 

So  long  as  these  conditions  remain,  there  is  little  doubt 
that  periodic  epidemics  of  this  kind  will  occur  in  Holt 


14 


Unpaved  3’^ards  mean  foul  soil  and  damp  houses,  which 
mean  excessive  moulds  and  bacteria  in  the  air,  lowered 
resistance  in  the  children,  and  a suitable  soil  for  disease 
when  the  seed  is  introduced. 

The  large  fixed,  insanitar}’  dustbins  which  were  common 
in  Holt  a few  3^ears  ago,  have,  owing  to  the  efforts  of  the 
Council,  been  completely  done  away  with  and  replaced  by 
modern  sanitary  dustbins  which  are  regularly  emptied. 

The  water  supply  of  Holt  is  good  and  abundant. 

It  is  derived  from  a deep  well,  and  laid  on  b)^  means  of 
stand  pipes  to  the  houses  of  the  back  yards  of  Holt. 

The  Town  is  sewered  practically^  throughout,  and  has 
a modern  water  carriage  system  of  sewerage. 

The  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  generally  speaking  mild  in 
character  ; one  death  occurred. 

A free  supply  of  Antitoxin  and  bacteriological  examina- 
tions at  the  expense  of  the  Council  were  provided  for. 

B.  From  ist  February  to  26th  April,  1913,  nine  cases  of 
Diphtheria  were  notified  in  the  Erpingham  Rural  District. 
Seven  in  Roughton,  and  two  in  Northrepps. 

The  first  notified  case  occurred  in  Roughton  on  February 
6th. 

On  February  loth,  the  School  Medical  Officer  visited  the 
School  owing  to  the  prevalence  of  sore  throats  among  the 
Scholars,  reported  to  him  by  the  School  Master. 

He  discovered  two  cases  of  Nasal  Diphtheria,  and  four 
children  who  had  the  Pseudo-diphtheria  bacillus  in  the 
throat. 

One  of  the  cases  of  Nasal  Diphtheria  occurred  in  a family 
in  extreme  poverty,  inhabiting  an  extremely  insanitary 
cottage  which  w’as  condemned  as  unfit  for  habitation  some 
time  ago,  and  which  will  be  closed  as  soon  as  the  tenants 
can  be  got  rid  of. 

Later  on  two  further  cases  occurred  in  the  same  family, 
wdiich  was  removed  to  the  Workhouse  Infirmary^  and  the 
house  disinfected  after  the  cases  were  free  from  infection. 

It  is  probable  that  this  family  spread  the  disease  to  7 of 
the  9 cases  that  occurred. 

The  other  cases  occurred  in  adults  wffio  had  children 
attending  School,  and  were  probably  spread  from  the 
family'  above  mentioned  via  unrecognised  cases  in  children. 

The  cases  were  all  mild  and  no  death  occurred. 


since  April  26tli,  there  has  Ijeen  one  further  notification 
from  Konghton,  the  child  of  an  earlier  case. 

Antitoxin  was  supplied  and  bacteriological  examinations 
provided. 

As  regards  special  circumstances  affecting  the  villages  of 
Northrepps  and  Roughton. 

The  three  wells  in  Northrepps  have  all  been  shewn  to  be 
polluted.  I think  the  time  has  come  for  the  Council  to  take 
the  matter  in  hand,  and  provide  a proper  water  supply  of 
deep  well  water  by  boring,  or  to  arrange  for  an  extension 
of  the  water  main  of  the  (homer  Water  (fompaii}^  about  one 
mile  distant. 

Roughton  is  a straggling  Country  village  and  contains 
several  cottages  and  dwellings  which  are  unfit  for  habi- 
tation. 

The  water  supply  is  from  shallow  w^ells  ; recently  there 
has  been  a shortage  of  water  owing  to  the  collapse  of  one  of 
the  wells. 

It  is  just  possible  that  the  necessary  ensuing  economy 
of  water  may  have  had  a bearing  on  the  prevalence  of 
Diphtheria  in  the  village. 

I should  like  to  see  this  village  supplied  with  a deep  well 
water  laid  on  to  convenient  points,  or  by  means  of  an  ex- 
tension of  the  (froiner  Water  (iompanx  ’s  main. 

Notices  have  been  sei  ved  on  the  owners  of  property  in 
this  village,  to  provide  a proper  water  supply. 

The  villages  of  Northrepps  and  Roughton  have  almost 
entirely  pail  closets.” 

On  Jul}’  iith,  I visited  Holt  in  connection  with  2 notifi- 
cations of  Diphtheria  from  Weston  Square. 

Having  visited  these  homes  I went  to  the  National  Schools 
which  both  children  attended,  and  inspected  the  Scholars. 

After  examining  the'Scholars  and  making  a search  of  the 
Registers,  I found  that  all  the  membeis  of  one  famil}’  had 
been  recently  absent  at  different  times  with  symptoms  of 
throat  affections. 

Three  members  of  this  family  were  present  in  School  at 
the  time,  they  all  had  swollen  tonsils,  one|had  a nasal  dis- 
charge. I provisionally  decided  that  some,  or  all  of  these 
children  had  had  Diphtheria,  took  swabs  from  their  throats, 
and  excluded  them  from  School. 


1 visited  V eir  home  and  found  two  otlier  children  l}  ino 
about  with  similar  symptoms,  the  mother  was  instructed 
to  send  for  her  Doctor. 

All  the  swabs  [taken  from  members  of  this  familv  con- 
tained  Diphtheria  Bacilli,  as  did  one  other  taken  from  the 
throat  of  another  vScholar,  v ho  was  excluded  at  the  time  of 
my  visit. 

There  were  2 subsequent  notifications,  probabh’  infected 
before  the  date  of  my  visit. 

The  Eqidemic  then  ceased. 

At  the  end  of  August  2 cases  of  Scarlet  B'ever  occurred 
in  the  Council  Cottages  at  Briston. 

Two  children  had  recently  come  from  Rotherham  to  stay 
with  this  family,  who  had  recently  been  discharged  from 
the  Rotherliam  Fever  Hospital  convalescent  from  Scarlet 
B'ever. 

One  of  the  visiting  children  had  a nasal  discharge  and 
Impetigo. 

The  three  children  of  the  house  undoubtedly  contracted 
Scarlet  Fever  from  their  visitors,  one  of  them  also  developed 
Diphtheria  and  died. 

The  child len  from  Rotherham  were  carefully  examined 
before  being  discharged  from  Hospital,  and  weie  quite  free 
from  discharges  from  tne  nose  and  ears.  The  parents  were 
instructed  not  to  send  them  where  there  were  other  children. 

Parental  disregard  of  this  advice  was  the  cause  of  the 
above  outbreak  and  fatality. 

On  9th  October  1 visited  Baconsthorpe  School  in  connec- 
tion with  2 notifications  of  Scarlet  P'ever. 

I excluded  one  Scholar  with  a nasal  discharge  and  had  no 
further  notifications  from  that  village. 

My  efforts  as  regards  the  village  of  Hempstead  (School  for 
which  is  Baconsthorpe)  were  not  so  successful.  There  were 
10  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  notified  from  this  Village  (5  in 
one  family)  2 in  another,  2 in  adults  unconnected  with  the 
School.  ; 

In  spite  of  3 visits  I was  unable  to  trace  the  cause  of  the 
epidemic,  its  method  of  spreading  was  probably  by  personal 
contact.  I 

One  October  23rd  I visited  Cley  in  connection  with  i 
notification,  and  with  further  reported  un-notified  Scarlets 
Fever  cases. 
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'I  found  2 iiienibers  of  one  family  definitelv  suffering  from 
'Scarlet  Fever,  and  a niember  of  another  family  in  a con- 
dition highly  suspicious. 

: 1 recoinmeiided  that  proceedings  for  non-notification 

should  be  taken  against  the  parents  of  the  former  family,  to 
serve  as  an  example  to  others. 

This  was  done,  and  a conviction  secured  at  Holt  Pett}" 
vSessions. 

On  the  17th  November  I visited  Holt  in  connection  with 
an  outbreak  of  vScarlet  P'ever  in  Holt  and  Fetheringsett. 

I inspected  the  National  Schools  and  found  one  child 
suffering  from  Impetigo  about  the  nose  wdth  a nasal  dis- 
charge. 

d'he  notified  cases  had  apparentl}’ all  been  in  contact  with 
this  boy  who  I found  had  had  Diphtheria  tw'o  months  pre- 
viously, aud  had  had  tracleotomy  performed  at  that  time. 

1 excluded  this  boy  and  another  girl,  and  received  no 
further  notifications  from  Holt  and  I.etheringsett. 

As  regards  non-notifiable  infectious  diseases,  the  School 
Medical  Officer,  Dr.  Nash,  has  devised  a plan  wdiereby  the 
School  d'eachers  acquaint  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
wdth  every  case  that  conies  to  their  notice. 

A Measles  register,  by  which  is  meant  a record  of  the 
past  history  as  regards  all  infections  diseases  of  the  scholars, 
is  kept  np-to-date  in  all  the  Schools. 

On  the  outbreak  of  any  disease,  e.g.,  Measles,  a study  of 
the  registet  enables  the  School  Medical  Officer  to  estimate 
the  likelihood  of  an  epidemic,  and  to  close  the  Schools,  or 
exclude  Scholars  as  appears  best. 

d'his  .S3rstem  is  w'orthy  of  wdde  notice. 

During  the  yeav  there  has  been  a marked  reduction  in 
epidemics  of  Measles  and  whooping  cough. 

Tuberculosis. 

During  the  year  there  were  25  notifications  of  Tuberculosis, 
17  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  8 of  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis. 

'There  were  24  deaths  from  'Tuberculosis,  7 transferable. 

Of  these  8 occurred  in  Public  Institutions. 

On  receipt  of  a notification,  a circular  is  forwarded  to  the 
patient,  parent,  or  Doctor  in  attendance,  setting  forth  the 
manner  of  life  that  should  be  lived  with  hints  as  to  diet,  and  in- 
structions as  to  precautions  necessary  to  [)revent  the  spread  of 
the  disease  to  others. 


i8 


A domiciliary  visit  is  generally  made  when  the  importance  of 
the  main  principles  necessary  to  cure  the  disease,  and  to  prevent 
its  spread  is  emphasised. 

As  regards  the  latter,  assistance  is  offered  in  the  shape  of 
disinfection  and  disinfectants. 

For  insured  persons  Sanatorium  benefit  in  this  District,  takes 
the  form  of  treatment  in  Kelling  Sanatorium  for  suitable  cases, 
or  of  domiciliary  treatment  for  advanced  cases,  which  means 
relief  in  shape  of  milk  and  eggs. 

In  a purely  Rural  district  the  problem  is*  naturally  not  nearly 
so  pressing  as  in  confined  districts. 

The  healthy  occupations,  fine  air  and  abundant  sunshine,  in 
fact  the  natural  advantages  of  the  district,  tend  to  reduce  the 
incidence  of  Tuberculosis  of  all  kinds. 

The  main  obligation  upon  the  Sanitary  Authority  at  the  pre- 
sent time,  is  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease  by  infection 
from  one  to  another  through  overcrowding  in  insanitary  cot- 
tages, by  insisting  up  in  alterations  and  repairs,  and  by  illustrating 
their  views  as  to  what  is  to  be  considered  a good  Cottage,  by 
building  a few  cottages  in  each  village  as  time  goes  on. 

Fur  the  rest  education  in  the  disease  as  attempted  by  the 
[lamphlet  referred  to  above,  will  do  something. 

Any  thinking  person  who  will  read  the  circular  and  act  upon 
the  advice  given  will  assist  its  dual  purpose  to  benefit  himself, 
and  help  us  to  check  the  dissemination  of  his  complaint. 

Whenever  possible  disinfection  is  carried  out  after  a death  from 
Tuberculosis. 

Enquiry  is  made  as  to  the  health  of  other  inhabitants  of  the 
house,  with  the  view  of  getting  hold  of  early  and  unrecognised 
cases. 

Bacteriological  examinations  are  paid  for  by  the  Council. 

Investigation  of  other  Diseases. 

There  has  been  no  undue  prevalence  of  rickets,  of  acute 
rheumatism,  of  diarrhoea  and  enteritis,  or  of  pneumonia  in  the 
district. 

Syphilis  is  rarely  met  with  except  as  an  importation. 

Gonorrhoea  and  gonorrhoeal  diseases  are  infrequent. 

No  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  has  been  brought  to  my  notice. 


19 


Means  for  Preventing  Mortality  in  Childbirth 

and  in  Infancy. 

'rhe  Midwives  Act  of  1902  is  administered  by  the  County 
Council. 

The  Notification  of  Births  Act  1907  is  not  adopted. 

Vital  "Statistics. 

1 liave  taken  the  population  as  17,250  f-r  statistical  purposes  ; 
estimated  according  to  the  rate  of  decennial  increase  from  the 
population  at  the  1 901  an<1  191 1 < ensus  it  should  be  about  1 7,310 
but  where  as  in  1910  the  population  was  estimated  at  18.236,  the 
census  population  of  1911  the  next  year  showed  the  actual  pop- 
ulation was  only  17,185,  giving  an  error  of  over-estimation  of 
about  1,000,  and  for  thi.s  reason  the  population  has  been  esti- 
mated as  less  than  that  shewn  by  the  rate  of  increase  during  the 
last  intercensal  period. 


Death  Rate. 

'There  were  209  net  deaths  in  1913,  against  200  in  1912. 

The  crude  death  rate  wotks  out  at  1212  per  1,000. 

'I  he  corrected  death  rate  is  9*93  per  1,000. 

The  corrected  death  rate  is  obtained  by  applying  to  the  crude 
death  rate  a standardising  factor  supplied  by  the  Registrar 
General,  which  depends  upon  the  relative  ntimber  of  old  and 
young  lives  in  the  population. 

In  1912  the  corrected  death  rate  was  9’52  per  1,000. 

For  Norfolk  the  ,,  ,,  to'57  n 

Birth  Rate. 

Calculated  from  378  births  works  out  at  21*92  per  1,000,  a 
slight  increase  upon  last  year’s  figure  of  21 ’45  per  1,000. 

For  Norfolk  during  1912  it  was  20*5  per  1,000. 

The  Birth  rate  upon  the  whole  shews  a continuous  decline  in 
this  District. 


Infant  Mortality  Rate. 

This  rate  expresses  the  number  of  deaths  in  infants  under  i 
year  occurring  in  every  1,000  births. 

'There  were  378  births  during  the  year  1913,  and  30  deaihs  in 
children  under  i year  old. 

This  gives  an  Infant  Mortality  rate  of  79*36  per  t,ooo  births, 
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In  1912  the  rate  was  94'85,  and  for  the  last  6 years  the  l aie 
has  averaged  aboiu  9 per  cent,  that  is,  9 per  cent,  of  tlie  babies 
born  die  during  the  first  year  of  life. 

This  year  the  rate  of  79  36  is  actually  the  lowest  during  the 
last  6 years,  but  it  is  a heavy  toll  on  infant  life. 

This  rate  is  perhaps  the  most  important  rate  dealt  with  in  the 
tables  of  vital  statistics. 

It  furnishes  information,  when  compared  with  the  Infant 
Mortality  rates  of  similarly  situated  communities,  as  to  the  gene- 
ral sanitation  of  the  district  with  regard  to  its  sewers  and  excre- 
ment disposal  system,  scavenging,  cleansing  and  watering  of 
streets,  condition  < f yards,  ventilation  and  cleanliness  of  houses, 
purity  of  Milk  and  Water  supjjlies,  healthiness  of  climate. 

It  also  furnishes  information  as  to  the  social  conditions  of  the 
inhabitants,  their  prosperity  or  poverty,  their  mental  enlightinent 
or  it  may  be  mental  apathy  and  ignorance. 

An  Infant  Mortality  Kate  high  in  comparison  with  similar 
situated  c )mmunities  indicates  that  defective  sewers,  deficient 
scavenging  arrangements,  dusty  streets,  dirty  yards,  damp  houses, 
combined  with  parental  neglect,  are  taking  too  high  a tod  of  the 
population  under  i year  old,  generally  by  means  of  tubercular 
and  diarrhoeal  diseases. 

The  Infant  Moitality  Rate  for  20  Rural  Districts  in  Norfolk  in 
1912  was  82'57. 

For  the  12  Urban  Districts  9o'o2. 

For  England  and  Wales  it  is  about  115  to  120  per  1,000. 

In  conclusion  I should  like  to  thank  Mr.  A.  R.  Tuddenham 
your  Sanitary  Inspector,  for  his  able  and  willing  assistance  upon 
innumerable  occasions  during  the  year. 

1 am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  E.  LINNELL, 

M.B.,  B.C.,  B.A.,  Cantab, 

D.P.H.,  Loud. 


Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1913  and  previous  Years. 
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TABLE  11. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1913. 
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TABLE  IV. 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 

1913.  Neit  Deaths  from  staled  causes  at  various  Ages  under  i Year  of  Age. 
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Causes  of  Death. 

. „ ■)  Certified. 

All  causes  ' Uncertified 

Whooping-Cough  ... 

Abdominal 

Tuberculosis 

Convulsions  ... 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia 

(all  forms) 

Injury  at  birth 

Atelectasis  ... 

Congenital 

Malformations  ... 

Premature  birth 

Other  Causes 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOli,  'I'llE 

YEAR  1913,  FOR  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  ERPINGHAM. 

on  the  administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901, 

in  connection  with 

Factories,  Workshops,  Workplaces,  and  Homework. 

1.— Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops, 

and  Workplaces. 

Including'  Inspections  innde  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of 

Nuisances. 


Number  of 


Premises. 

1. 

Inspec- 

tions. 

2. 

W ritten 
Notices. 
3 

Prosecu- 

tions 

4. 

Factokies 

Including  Factory  Laundries. 
Workshops. 

112 

2 

Including  W orkshop  Eiaundr ies. 
Workplaces. 

Other  than  Outworkers’  premises 
including  in  part  3 of  this  h’eport. 

Total 

112 

2 

2. —defects  found  in  Factories,  Work- 
shops, and  Workplaces. 


Number  of  defects. 


Partieulai  s. 

1. 


Found 


Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts:  — 

Want  of  cleanliness 

W ant  of  ventilation 

Overcrowding  ... 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

Other  nuisances 

o C insufficient  ... 

Sanitary  S ui  j c i.- 

1 < unsuitable  or  defective 

H/CConiiLiocls- t/ion  / . ^ 

C.not  separate  tor  sexes 

Offences  under  the  Factory  (Sf  Workshop  Act : 
Illegal  occupation  of  underground  bake- 
houses (s.  101) 

Breach  of  special  sanitary  requirements 
for  bakehouses  (ss.  97  to  100) 

Other  offences  ... 

Excluding  offences  relating  to  out- 
work which  are  included  in  Part  3 
of  this  report. 

Total 


Reme- 

died. 

3. 


4 


Referr- 
ed to 

H.M. 

Insp’t’ 

4. 


N um- 
of 

prose- 

cu- 

tions. 

5. 
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Housing  and  Town  Planning  Acts. 


The  following  Parishes 

itr  the 

District 

have  been 

inspected  an<l 

reports  preset 

ited  to 

the  Council  during 

the  year. 

Parish. 

Recoinmendeil 
Dwelliners.  Closure. 

Unfit 

hut 

Restoiahle. 

Overcrowded. 

Ciimingham 

94 

1 

T I 

— 

Aldhorough 

go 

— 

7 

5 

Thurgarton 

55 

3 

5 

5 

Felbrigge 

3^> 

— 

4 

8 

Re-inspection  of  Parishes  and  portions  of  other 
l^arishes  are  constantly  beingr  made,  and  115  written 
preliminary  notices  have  been  setit  to  owners  re  repairs, 
water  supply,  etc. 
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REPORT 

OF  THE 

Inspector  of  Nuisances 

For  the  Year  1913. 


Population — 17,107. 

Complaints  received  - 3. 

Nuisances  Detected  without  complaint — 250 
Nuisances  abated — 170. 

Notices  served — 125. 

Summonses  taken  out  — 2. 

Convictions — 2 

Cottages  inspected  under  Housing  Acts — 275. 

Lodging  Houses  inspected — None  in  District. 

Slaughter  Houses  inspected — 27.  No.  in  District  visited  quarterly 
Pakehouses  inspected — 20.  ,,  ,,  „ 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  inspected — 8.  ,,  ,,  „ 

Cowsheds  inspected — 147.  ,,  „ ,, 

Workshops  inspected— 112.  ,,  ,,  ,, 

Filthy  Houses  cleansed  (Sec.  46  P.H.A  , 18751 — 4. 

Houses  disinfected — 49. 

Overcrowding  abated — 2. 

Houses  placed  in  Habitable  Repair— Several. 

Houses  closed — 9. 

Houses  erected  or  re  built  for  which  Water  Certificate  sought — 23 
“ Certificates  ” granted — 23. 

“ Certificates”  deferred  — Nil. 

Wells  sunk  or  improved  Supplies  of  Water — 17. 

Wells  cleansed  or  repaired — 4. 

Wells  closed — Nil. 

Houses  connected  with  sewers — 13. 

Houses  connected  with  water  mains — 13. 

Earth,  Pail,  or  improved  Privies  constructed,  or  existing  Privies 
altered — 16. 

Privies  and  W.C.’s  repaired — 29. 

W.C.’s  supplied  with  water — 13. 

Cisterns  cleansed,  repaired,  or  covered — Nil. 

Animals  improperly  kept  removed— 2. 

Samples  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis — 4 

Compensation  paid  for  destruction  of  infected  bedding — Nil. 

Seizure  of  unsound  meat — Nil. 

Canal  Boats  inspected — None  in  District. 


